NOAH WEBSTER.

the magnitude of the society. A good
prince does not ask what will be for the in-
terest of a county or small district in his
dominions, but what will promote the pros-
perity of his kingdom. In the same man-
ner, the citizens of this New World should
inquire, not what will aggrandize this town
or that State, but what will augment the
power, secure the tranquillity, multiply the
subjects, and advance the opulence, the dig-
nity, and the virtues, of the United States.
Self-interest, both in morals and politics, is
and ought to be the ruling principle of man-
kind ; but this principle must operate in
perfect conformity to social and political ob-
ligations. Narrow views and illiberal prej-
udices may for a time produce a selfish sys-
tem of politics in each State; but a few
years' experience will correct our ideas of
self-interest, and convince us that a selfish-
ness which excludes others from a partici-
pation of benefits is, in all cases, self-ruin,
and that provincial interest is inseparable
from national interest"

It will be seen that Webster, though con-
fused sometimes in his phraseology, and
weak in his philosophy, did see with an